[Availability and services of dentists under pressure?].
Signals in society point to a shortage of dentists in the Netherlands. Aim of this study is to explore how patients, against the background of supposed shortage, judge the availability and services of dentists. For this research the 'Consumerspanel Health Care', in which 1.395 persons participate, was asked to complete a postal questionnaire. Response rate was 73.8%. Results show that there are presently no serious problems for patients with the services of dentist due to the presumed lack of dentists. The patients were very satisfied with the accessibility and the services delivered by the dentists in the Netherlands. With the availability there seem to be some possible problems.